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Distribution Patterns of Lasianthus (Rubiaceae) Species from 


Eastern Asia and Their Biogeographical Implications 


ZHU Hua 
( Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650223, China) 


Abstract: Distribution patterns of Lasianthus species (Rubiaceae) from East Asia were studied, based on a revision work 
on the genus and database of collections . Three distribution types of species were recognized as tropical Asian, East Asian 
and Endemic to China . The type of tropical Asian distribution was further divided into three subtypes as India (Himalayas) 
to Malesia, India (Himalayas) to Southern China and mainland SE Asia, and Southem China to mainland SE Asia . The 
species of tropical Asia distribution contribute to 72.7% of the total species, by which the tropical Asian affinity of the flora 
of southem China is supported . Distributions of some Lasianthus species are well corresponded to the floristic regionaliza- 
tion of Sino-Himalayas and Sino-Japan of East Asian flora, while some distribution patterns indicate a biogeographical con- 
nection between Himalayas and Taiwan and a migration pass between Taiwan island and mainland Japan through Ryukyu Is- 
lands . The floristic affinities among Chinese continent, Hainan and Taiwan are also supported by Lasianthus species in the 
study . 
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Fig .1 Distribution of India (Himalayas) to Malesia (1) 
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Fig .2 Distribution of India (Himalayas) to Malesia (2) 
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Fig .3 Distribution of India (Himalayas) to Malesia (3) 
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Fig . 5 Distribution of India (Himalayas) to Malesia (5) 
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Fig .4 Distribution of India (Himalayas) to Malesia (4) 
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Fig.6 Distribution of India (Himalayas) to Malesia (6) 
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Fig .7 Distributions of India (Himalayas) to South China 


and Mainland SE Asia (1) 
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Fig .9 Distributions of South China to Mainland SE Asia 


80° 90° 100° 110° 120° 130° 140° 


wardu 

simizui 

filipes 

chunii 
austroyunnanensts 
austrosinensis 
Vorld 


L. 
L. 
L 
L 
L 
L 


A 


600 1200 Kilometers 


60° 90° 100° 110° 120° 130° 140° 


0 1 UOUUU UU) 


Fig .11 Distribution of Endemic (sub-endemic) to China 
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Fig .8 Distributions of India (Himalayas) to South China 
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Fig . 10 Distribution of East Asia 
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